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Аннотация

Методические указания предназначены для студентов заочной формы обучения направления 45.03.02. Они содержат тематику контрольных работ, описание алгоритма выбора варианта контрольной работы, задания для выполнения контрольной работы, требования по выполнению и оформлению, а также примеры выполнения и оформления контрольных работ по дисциплине «История и культура стран первого иностранного языка». 

Выполнение контрольной работы позволит расширить историко-культурный кругозор студентов, знания об истории и культуре, географии, особенностях общественно-политической жизни, государственного устройства, экономики, традициях стран изучаемого языка (Великобритании и США), способствует совершенствованию общей филологической подготовки, овладению страноведческой терминологией, формированию навыков работы с основными источниками по истории и географии англоязычных стран мира.
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Введение

Данные методические указания содержат тематику контрольных работ, подробное описание алгоритма выбора варианта контрольной работы, задания для выполнения контрольной работы, требования по выполнению и оформлению, а также примеры выполнения и оформления контрольных работ по дисциплине «История и культура стран первого иностранного языка» для студентов заочной формы обучения направления 45.03.02 Лингвистика. 

Выполнение контрольной работы позволит расширить историко-культурный кругозор студентов, их знания об истории и культуре, географии, особенностях общественно-политической жизни, государственного устройства, экономики, традициях стран изучаемого языка (Великобритании и Соединенных Штатов Америки), способствует совершенствованию общей филологической подготовки, овладению страноведческой терминологией, формированию навыков работы с этноспецифическими, лингвистическими и экстралингвистическими объектами. 

Задания для выполнения контрольной работы разработаны с  учетом целей, задач, структуры и содержания дисциплины «История и культура стран первого иностранного языка».

Тематика контрольных работ

1. История Великобритании.
1.1. История Великобритании: с древнейших времен до XVI в.
1.2 История Великобритании: с XVI в. по настоящее время.

2. Культура и общественно-политическое устройство Великобритании.

3. История США.
4. Культура и общественно-политическое устройство США.

Описание алгоритма выбора варианта 

контрольной работы

Контрольное задание предлагается в девяти вариантах. Номер варианта определяется по последней цифре номера зачетной книжки студента:

1, 10 –  1-й вариант;

2  – 
 2-й вариант;

3  – 
 3-й вариант;

4 –  
4-й вариант;

5 –  
5-й вариант;

6  – 
 6-й вариант;

7  – 
 7-й вариант;

8 –  
8-й вариант;

9 –  
9-й вариант

Задания для выполнения контрольной работы 

в соответствии с выбранным вариантом

Вариант 1

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
1. What was the topography of Ireland like in the tertiary period?

2. What were the characteristics of the Ice Age in Ireland?

3. What is interglacial and interstadial periods?

4. Compared to European movements, how many advances of the ice sheets took place in Ireland?

5. How can scientists get the information about the ice movements in Ireland?

6. What effect did the ice movements have on the geography and geology of Ireland?
Ireland before 3000 b.c.

(Source: A New History of Ireland. Vol. I: Prehistoric and Early Ireland. 

Oxford, 2008. Pp. 49–50)

Not much is known of the geological condition of Ireland in the tertiary era, but it is probable that it was already an island and that its main topographical features were much as they are today. During the succeeding era, the quaternary, which opened about two million years ago, Ireland, in common with the rest of Europe, experienced a great ice age. This was not a single extended period of severe glaciations, but rather consisted of alternating phases of extreme temperature change. Each major advance of the ice sheet was succeeded by a period of higher temperature when the ice melted and disappeared. These warm interglacial periods varied greatly in duration, as did the so-called interstadial periods when the ice was either stationary or in minor recession. There were localised fluctuations also in response to local topographical and other factors, which in turn gave rise to chain-reactions in neighbouring areas.

Two major advances of the ice sheet have been identified in Ireland, and it has been possible to correlate them to a greater or lesser extent with similar movements in Europe. In Alpine Europe at least four major advances are known to have taken place (Guntz, Mindel, Riss, and Wurm), while in northern Europe three are identified (Elster, Saale, and Weichsel). It is with the northern European rather than with the Alpine movements that the Irish and British ice-advances are best correlated. The influences exerted by the ice, whether advancing, stationary, or melting, were vast, not only climatically but also geologically and ecologically. Each advance of the ice had incorporated in it a mass of muds, clays, gravels, and large boulders, which it transported for substantial distances.

Although each ice-advance tended to obliterate the deposits of previous advances, enough has survived in certain areas to enable stratigraphical successions to be recognized, and these give valuable information as to direction and duration of the ice movement. Cores taken from the sea and ocean beds by drilling are also informative, as the deposition of sediments in the oceans was affected by the climatic conditions prevailing on land. It must also be appreciated that, as the ice advanced, more and more water was taken from the seas and oceans and stored away, occasioning an overall lowering of water level. Sea floors became dry land, shore lines became considerably altered, islands became joined to one another and often to neighbouring continents by land bridges. As the weight of the ice on the land increased, the downward pressure caused a lowering of land levels with an apparent compensatory rise in sea levels, thus permitting a partial return to their former positions and a partial restoration of some old shore lines.

On the other hand, when the ice began to melt, vast quantities of water were released, bringing a real rise in sea levels; though, in accordance with the seesaw effect noted above, this was somewhat nullified by the lessening pressure on the land masses, which, thus relieved of the weight of ice, began to rise once more. The net relationship of land height to mean sea level is consequently a factor of two effects: lowering of sea levels and sinking of land as the ice advanced, and rising sea levels and rising land as the ice melted.

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 

Discovery of America by Christopher Columbus.

Вариант 2

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
1. Do we know enough about the first king of Scotland?

2. Where was his kingdom situated?

3. According to Vita Columbae, why did Aedan go to Iona?

4. Why should we treat it as a story rather than a fact?

5. Why were life stories of such figures as Aedan surrounded by fictitious, imaginary details?

6. What was often the purpose of adding imaginary details or events to the description of the past?

7. What is the significance of Aedan for the Scottish history?

The First King of Scotland

(Source: Fraser James E. From Caledonia to Pictland.

Edinburgh, 2009)

The first king in Scotland whose career is attested well enough in the sources to permit piecing together into a frail narrative is Aedan son of Gabran. He was about forty when he became king in 576. His kingdom lay in southern Argyll, with districts in northern Antrim across the North Channel in Ireland as well, among a people known (a century later) as Corcu Rйti. By 700, these “descendants of Reta” were one of a number of Gaelic-speaking peoples lumped together under the well known name Dбl Riata, but this coalescence had probably not yet taken place inAedan’s lifetime. According to Vita Columbae, Aedan went to Iona in order to be ordained king by Columba. The famous story is unlikely to describe a real event. It dates to almost seventy years after Aedan became king, and some thirty-five after his death. By then he had become a figure of key genealogical importance: every subsequent king of Cenel nGabrain, the descendants of Gabran, was apparently descended from him. In the early Middle Ages, such prominent ancestral figures were prone to attracting tall tales, told to honour (or humiliate) their living descendants.

In Aedan’s case, the idea that he sought the blessings of Columba, who was at first reluctant to agree, but eventually relented, is exactly this kind of tale. It was penned at a time when Iona was trying to understand the disastrous kingship of Aedan’s grandson Domnall Brecc, slain in 642. It is the kind of imaginary pseudo-history that early medieval writers were inclined to construct to pass judgement on current events, in line with what was perceived as divine judgment. Vita Columbae contains other pseudo-historical stories attached to Aedan which are not to be trusted. As a result, we can say rather less about his career than has sometimes been attempted.

In assessing appearances by Aedan in later stories and poetry, it is important to remember that the king was made famous by Vita Columbae, and also that every Scottish king after c. 1000 traced his ancestry through him.

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 

First English Settlers in America. The London Company. The Pilgrim Fathers and Mayflower. Their Relations with Indians. 

Вариант 3

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
How did the civil war of 1640-1642 affect the country’s economy?
How did the political situation change after the civil war of 1648?
Which measures led to dismantling of the Church of England?
How did England become the Republic?
What was the religious background like in the 1650s?
What weakened the revolution?
How did historians perceive the revolution?
Why the English Revolution Matters

(Source: Cressy D. England on Edge: Crisis and Revolution 1640-1642.

Oxford, 2006)
The revolution that convulsed England between 1640 and 1642 took many more forms across the following twenty years. The telling of it generated many more stories. Half a decade of military campaigning turned makeshift civilian armies into professionalized fighting forces. The effort to raise men and materiel put unprecedented pressure on the kingdom’s financial and economic resources. As many as 85,000 died in combat, 23,000 in 1643 alone. A second civil war in 1648 was shorter and nastier than the first. New political circumstances stimulated new political thinking about the nature and locus of sovereignty, about relations between King and Parliament, and whether a king was even necessary. Parliamentary Presbyterians abolished episcopacy and the prayer book, effectively dismantling the Church of England. They also abolished the Court of Wards and Liveries and put an end to feudal tenure. Parliamentary soldiers and their artisan allies developed the protodemocratic ideas of the Levellers. Radicalized army officers took independent political action, subjecting England to a succession of military coups. In January 1649 the King went on trial, and to near-universal astonishment he was executed. The very institution of kingship was abolished, along with the House of Lords, and England became a republican Commonwealth.
The Diggers emerged soon after the Regicide, proclaiming communal ownership of the land. Ranters took religious radicalism to extremes, proclaiming their merging with God and their own freedom from sin. Seekers, Fifth Monarchists, Muggletonians, and Quakers contributed to the religious ferment of the 1650s, while Baptists and Independents built congregations, Anglicans went underground, and Oliver Cromwell even made arrangements to welcome back the Jews.

As leader of the Commonwealth’s armed forces, and then as Lord Protector, Cromwell exercised power over a forcibly unified British state. The compromises and complexities of Cromwellian government both extended and undermined the revolution. Cromwell’s death in 1658 brought it crashing to an end. The counter-coup that engineered the Restoration brought back the trappings of monarchy and episcopacy, but left unresolved the legacy of “the good old cause”. Revolutions within the revolution released energies and inspired ideas that could not readily be extinguished. Despite counterrevolutionary pressures for indemnity and oblivion, the revolution that began in 1641 was one from which there was no going back.

An earlier generation of historians made high claims for the centrality and significance of this English Revolution. More recent writers on the subject tend to be more circumspect and more modest.

Most stark and forthright was Christopher Hill’s declaration, in his first major publication on the subject, that “the revolution of 1640-9” was “perhaps the most important event that has yet happened in English history”. Setting forth the Marxist belief that in mid-Stuart England “an old order that was essentially feudal was destroyed by violence, a new and capitalist social order created in its place”, Hill made claims for the significance of this revolution “for us at the present day”. His was a history of praxis and engagement, providing background and inspiration for the modern struggle to establish socialism. A quarter of a century later, in The World Turned Upside Down, the transformation from feudalism was less visible, but Hill still saw the revolution as “the greatest upheaval that has yet occurred in Britain”. It was to be celebrated now for its “glorious flux” that set in train “the colossal transformations which ushered England into the modern world”.

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 

The War of Independence. The foundation of the United States of America.

Вариант 4

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
1. What was the topography of Ireland like in the tertiary period?

2. What were the characteristics of the Ice Age in Ireland?

3. What is interglacial and interstadial periods?

4. Compared to European movements, how many advances of the ice sheets took place in Ireland?

5. How can scientists get the information about the ice movements in Ireland?

6. What effect did the ice movements have on the geography and geology of Ireland?
Ireland before 3000 b.c.

(Source: A New History of Ireland. Vol. I: Prehistoric and Early Ireland. 

Oxford, 2008. Pp. 49–50)

Not much is known of the geological condition of Ireland in the tertiary era, but it is probable that it was already an island and that its main topographical features were much as they are today. During the succeeding era, the quaternary, which opened about two million years ago, Ireland, in common with the rest of Europe, experienced a great ice age. This was not a single extended period of severe glaciations, but rather consisted of alternating phases of extreme temperature change. Each major advance of the ice sheet was succeeded by a period of higher temperature when the ice melted and disappeared. These warm interglacial periods varied greatly in duration, as did the so-called interstadial periods when the ice was either stationary or in minor recession. There were localised fluctuations also in response to local topographical and other factors, which in turn gave rise to chain-reactions in neighbouring areas.

Two major advances of the ice sheet have been identified in Ireland, and it has been possible to correlate them to a greater or lesser extent with similar movements in Europe. In Alpine Europe at least four major advances are known to have taken place (Guntz, Mindel, Riss, and Wurm), while in northern Europe three are identified (Elster, Saale, and Weichsel). It is with the northern European rather than with the Alpine movements that the Irish and British ice-advances are best correlated. The influences exerted by the ice, whether advancing, stationary, or melting, were vast, not only climatically but also geologically and ecologically. Each advance of the ice had incorporated in it a mass of muds, clays, gravels, and large boulders, which it transported for substantial distances.

Although each ice-advance tended to obliterate the deposits of previous advances, enough has survived in certain areas to enable stratigraphical successions to be recognized, and these give valuable information as to direction and duration of the ice movement. Cores taken from the sea and ocean beds by drilling are also informative, as the deposition of sediments in the oceans was affected by the climatic conditions prevailing on land. It must also be appreciated that, as the ice advanced, more and more water was taken from the seas and oceans and stored away, occasioning an overall lowering of water level. Sea floors became dry land, shore lines became considerably altered, islands became joined to one another and often to neighbouring continents by land bridges. As the weight of the ice on the land increased, the downward pressure caused a lowering of land levels with an apparent compensatory rise in sea levels, thus permitting a partial return to their former positions and a partial restoration of some old shore lines.

On the other hand, when the ice began to melt, vast quantities of water were released, bringing a real rise in sea levels; though, in accordance with the seesaw effect noted above, this was somewhat nullified by the lessening pressure on the land masses, which, thus relieved of the weight of ice, began to rise once more. The net relationship of land height to mean sea level is consequently a factor of two effects: lowering of sea levels and sinking of land as the ice advanced, and rising sea levels and rising land as the ice melted.

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 

Civil war in the USA. The Battle at Gettysburg. Effects of the War. 

Вариант 5

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
1. Do we know enough about the first king of Scotland?

2. Where was his kingdom situated?

3. According to Vita Columbae, why did Aedan go to Iona?

4. Why should we treat it as a story rather than a fact?

5. Why were life stories of such figures as Aedan surrounded by fictitious, imaginary details?

6. What was often the purpose of adding imaginary details or events to the description of the past?

7. What is the significance of Aedan for the Scottish history?

The First King of Scotland

(Source: Fraser James E. From Caledonia to Pictland.

Edinburgh, 2009)

The first king in Scotland whose career is attested well enough in the sources to permit piecing together into a frail narrative is Aedan son of Gabran. He was about forty when he became king in 576. His kingdom lay in southern Argyll, with districts in northern Antrim across the North Channel in Ireland as well, among a people known (a century later) as Corcu Rйti. By 700, these “descendants of Reta” were one of a number of Gaelic-speaking peoples lumped together under the well known name Dбl Riata, but this coalescence had probably not yet taken place inAedan’s lifetime. According to Vita Columbae, Aedan went to Iona in order to be ordained king by Columba. The famous story is unlikely to describe a real event. It dates to almost seventy years after Aedan became king, and some thirty-five after his death. By then he had become a figure of key genealogical importance: every subsequent king of Cenel nGabrain, the descendants of Gabran, was apparently descended from him. In the early Middle Ages, such prominent ancestral figures were prone to attracting tall tales, told to honour (or humiliate) their living descendants.

In Aedan’s case, the idea that he sought the blessings of Columba, who was at first reluctant to agree, but eventually relented, is exactly this kind of tale. It was penned at a time when Iona was trying to understand the disastrous kingship of Aedan’s grandson Domnall Brecc, slain in 642. It is the kind of imaginary pseudo-history that early medieval writers were inclined to construct to pass judgement on current events, in line with what was perceived as divine judgment. Vita Columbae contains other pseudo-historical stories attached to Aedan which are not to be trusted. As a result, we can say rather less about his career than has sometimes been attempted.

In assessing appearances by Aedan in later stories and poetry, it is important to remember that the king was made famous by Vita Columbae, and also that every Scottish king after c. 1000 traced his ancestry through him.

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 

The USA in the late 19th century. Development of Industry. Waves of Immigration. 

Вариант 6

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
How did the civil war of 1640-1642 affect the country’s economy?
How did the political situation change after the civil war of 1648?
Which measures led to dismantling of the Church of England?
How did England become the Republic?
What was the religious background like in the 1650s?
What weakened the revolution?
How did historians perceive the revolution?
Why the English Revolution Matters

(Source: Cressy D. England on Edge: Crisis and Revolution 1640-1642.

Oxford, 2006)
The revolution that convulsed England between 1640 and 1642 took many more forms across the following twenty years. The telling of it generated many more stories. Half a decade of military campaigning turned makeshift civilian armies into professionalized fighting forces. The effort to raise men and materiel put unprecedented pressure on the kingdom’s financial and economic resources. As many as 85,000 died in combat, 23,000 in 1643 alone. A second civil war in 1648 was shorter and nastier than the first. New political circumstances stimulated new political thinking about the nature and locus of sovereignty, about relations between King and Parliament, and whether a king was even necessary. Parliamentary Presbyterians abolished episcopacy and the prayer book, effectively dismantling the Church of England. They also abolished the Court of Wards and Liveries and put an end to feudal tenure. Parliamentary soldiers and their artisan allies developed the protodemocratic ideas of the Levellers. Radicalized army officers took independent political action, subjecting England to a succession of military coups. In January 1649 the King went on trial, and to near-universal astonishment he was executed. The very institution of kingship was abolished, along with the House of Lords, and England became a republican Commonwealth.
The Diggers emerged soon after the Regicide, proclaiming communal ownership of the land. Ranters took religious radicalism to extremes, proclaiming their merging with God and their own freedom from sin. Seekers, Fifth Monarchists, Muggletonians, and Quakers contributed to the religious ferment of the 1650s, while Baptists and Independents built congregations, Anglicans went underground, and Oliver Cromwell even made arrangements to welcome back the Jews.

As leader of the Commonwealth’s armed forces, and then as Lord Protector, Cromwell exercised power over a forcibly unified British state. The compromises and complexities of Cromwellian government both extended and undermined the revolution. Cromwell’s death in 1658 brought it crashing to an end. The counter-coup that engineered the Restoration brought back the trappings of monarchy and episcopacy, but left unresolved the legacy of “the good old cause”. Revolutions within the revolution released energies and inspired ideas that could not readily be extinguished. Despite counterrevolutionary pressures for indemnity and oblivion, the revolution that began in 1641 was one from which there was no going back.

An earlier generation of historians made high claims for the centrality and significance of this English Revolution. More recent writers on the subject tend to be more circumspect and more modest.

Most stark and forthright was Christopher Hill’s declaration, in his first major publication on the subject, that “the revolution of 1640-9” was “perhaps the most important event that has yet happened in English history”. Setting forth the Marxist belief that in mid-Stuart England “an old order that was essentially feudal was destroyed by violence, a new and capitalist social order created in its place”, Hill made claims for the significance of this revolution “for us at the present day”. His was a history of praxis and engagement, providing background and inspiration for the modern struggle to establish socialism. A quarter of a century later, in The World Turned Upside Down, the transformation from feudalism was less visible, but Hill still saw the revolution as “the greatest upheaval that has yet occurred in Britain”. It was to be celebrated now for its “glorious flux” that set in train “the colossal transformations which ushered England into the modern world”.

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 

The USA in the 20th century. Great Depression. World War II. The Civil Rights Movement. Martin Luther King. Vietnam War. 

Вариант 7

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
1. What was the topography of Ireland like in the tertiary period?

2. What were the characteristics of the Ice Age in Ireland?

3. What is interglacial and interstadial periods?

4. Compared to European movements, how many advances of the ice sheets took place in Ireland?

5. How can scientists get the information about the ice movements in Ireland?

6. What effect did the ice movements have on the geography and geology of Ireland?
Ireland before 3000 b.c.

(Source: A New History of Ireland. Vol. I: Prehistoric and Early Ireland. 

Oxford, 2008. Pp. 49–50)

Not much is known of the geological condition of Ireland in the tertiary era, but it is probable that it was already an island and that its main topographical features were much as they are today. During the succeeding era, the quaternary, which opened about two million years ago, Ireland, in common with the rest of Europe, experienced a great ice age. This was not a single extended period of severe glaciations, but rather consisted of alternating phases of extreme temperature change. Each major advance of the ice sheet was succeeded by a period of higher temperature when the ice melted and disappeared. These warm interglacial periods varied greatly in duration, as did the so-called interstadial periods when the ice was either stationary or in minor recession. There were localised fluctuations also in response to local topographical and other factors, which in turn gave rise to chain-reactions in neighbouring areas.

Two major advances of the ice sheet have been identified in Ireland, and it has been possible to correlate them to a greater or lesser extent with similar movements in Europe. In Alpine Europe at least four major advances are known to have taken place (Guntz, Mindel, Riss, and Wurm), while in northern Europe three are identified (Elster, Saale, and Weichsel). It is with the northern European rather than with the Alpine movements that the Irish and British ice-advances are best correlated. The influences exerted by the ice, whether advancing, stationary, or melting, were vast, not only climatically but also geologically and ecologically. Each advance of the ice had incorporated in it a mass of muds, clays, gravels, and large boulders, which it transported for substantial distances.

Although each ice-advance tended to obliterate the deposits of previous advances, enough has survived in certain areas to enable stratigraphical successions to be recognized, and these give valuable information as to direction and duration of the ice movement. Cores taken from the sea and ocean beds by drilling are also informative, as the deposition of sediments in the oceans was affected by the climatic conditions prevailing on land. It must also be appreciated that, as the ice advanced, more and more water was taken from the seas and oceans and stored away, occasioning an overall lowering of water level. Sea floors became dry land, shore lines became considerably altered, islands became joined to one another and often to neighbouring continents by land bridges. As the weight of the ice on the land increased, the downward pressure caused a lowering of land levels with an apparent compensatory rise in sea levels, thus permitting a partial return to their former positions and a partial restoration of some old shore lines.

On the other hand, when the ice began to melt, vast quantities of water were released, bringing a real rise in sea levels; though, in accordance with the seesaw effect noted above, this was somewhat nullified by the lessening pressure on the land masses, which, thus relieved of the weight of ice, began to rise once more. The net relationship of land height to mean sea level is consequently a factor of two effects: lowering of sea levels and sinking of land as the ice advanced, and rising sea levels and rising land as the ice melted.

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 

America in the 21st century. History and culture. 

Вариант 8

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
1. Do we know enough about the first king of Scotland?

2. Where was his kingdom situated?

3. According to Vita Columbae, why did Aedan go to Iona?

4. Why should we treat it as a story rather than a fact?

5. Why were life stories of such figures as Aedan surrounded by fictitious, imaginary details?

6. What was often the purpose of adding imaginary details or events to the description of the past?

7. What is the significance of Aedan for the Scottish history?

The First King of Scotland

(Source: Fraser James E. From Caledonia to Pictland.

Edinburgh, 2009)

The first king in Scotland whose career is attested well enough in the sources to permit piecing together into a frail narrative is Aedan son of Gabran. He was about forty when he became king in 576. His kingdom lay in southern Argyll, with districts in northern Antrim across the North Channel in Ireland as well, among a people known (a century later) as Corcu Rйti. By 700, these “descendants of Reta” were one of a number of Gaelic-speaking peoples lumped together under the well known name Dбl Riata, but this coalescence had probably not yet taken place inAedan’s lifetime. According to Vita Columbae, Aedan went to Iona in order to be ordained king by Columba. The famous story is unlikely to describe a real event. It dates to almost seventy years after Aedan became king, and some thirty-five after his death. By then he had become a figure of key genealogical importance: every subsequent king of Cenel nGabrain, the descendants of Gabran, was apparently descended from him. In the early Middle Ages, such prominent ancestral figures were prone to attracting tall tales, told to honour (or humiliate) their living descendants.

In Aedan’s case, the idea that he sought the blessings of Columba, who was at first reluctant to agree, but eventually relented, is exactly this kind of tale. It was penned at a time when Iona was trying to understand the disastrous kingship of Aedan’s grandson Domnall Brecc, slain in 642. It is the kind of imaginary pseudo-history that early medieval writers were inclined to construct to pass judgement on current events, in line with what was perceived as divine judgment. Vita Columbae contains other pseudo-historical stories attached to Aedan which are not to be trusted. As a result, we can say rather less about his career than has sometimes been attempted.

In assessing appearances by Aedan in later stories and poetry, it is important to remember that the king was made famous by Vita Columbae, and also that every Scottish king after c. 1000 traced his ancestry through him.

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 

Modern Political and Social Life of the USA. 

Вариант 9

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
How did the civil war of 1640-1642 affect the country’s economy?
How did the political situation change after the civil war of 1648?
Which measures led to dismantling of the Church of England?
How did England become the Republic?
What was the religious background like in the 1650s?
What weakened the revolution?
How did historians perceive the revolution?
Why the English Revolution Matters

(Source: Cressy D. England on Edge: Crisis and Revolution 1640-1642.

Oxford, 2006)
The revolution that convulsed England between 1640 and 1642 took many more forms across the following twenty years. The telling of it generated many more stories. Half a decade of military campaigning turned makeshift civilian armies into professionalized fighting forces. The effort to raise men and materiel put unprecedented pressure on the kingdom’s financial and economic resources. As many as 85,000 died in combat, 23,000 in 1643 alone. A second civil war in 1648 was shorter and nastier than the first. New political circumstances stimulated new political thinking about the nature and locus of sovereignty, about relations between King and Parliament, and whether a king was even necessary. Parliamentary Presbyterians abolished episcopacy and the prayer book, effectively dismantling the Church of England. They also abolished the Court of Wards and Liveries and put an end to feudal tenure. Parliamentary soldiers and their artisan allies developed the protodemocratic ideas of the Levellers. Radicalized army officers took independent political action, subjecting England to a succession of military coups. In January 1649 the King went on trial, and to near-universal astonishment he was executed. The very institution of kingship was abolished, along with the House of Lords, and England became a republican Commonwealth.
The Diggers emerged soon after the Regicide, proclaiming communal ownership of the land. Ranters took religious radicalism to extremes, proclaiming their merging with God and their own freedom from sin. Seekers, Fifth Monarchists, Muggletonians, and Quakers contributed to the religious ferment of the 1650s, while Baptists and Independents built congregations, Anglicans went underground, and Oliver Cromwell even made arrangements to welcome back the Jews.

As leader of the Commonwealth’s armed forces, and then as Lord Protector, Cromwell exercised power over a forcibly unified British state. The compromises and complexities of Cromwellian government both extended and undermined the revolution. Cromwell’s death in 1658 brought it crashing to an end. The counter-coup that engineered the Restoration brought back the trappings of monarchy and episcopacy, but left unresolved the legacy of “the good old cause”. Revolutions within the revolution released energies and inspired ideas that could not readily be extinguished. Despite counterrevolutionary pressures for indemnity and oblivion, the revolution that began in 1641 was one from which there was no going back.

An earlier generation of historians made high claims for the centrality and significance of this English Revolution. More recent writers on the subject tend to be more circumspect and more modest.

Most stark and forthright was Christopher Hill’s declaration, in his first major publication on the subject, that “the revolution of 1640-9” was “perhaps the most important event that has yet happened in English history”. Setting forth the Marxist belief that in mid-Stuart England “an old order that was essentially feudal was destroyed by violence, a new and capitalist social order created in its place”, Hill made claims for the significance of this revolution “for us at the present day”. His was a history of praxis and engagement, providing background and inspiration for the modern struggle to establish socialism. A quarter of a century later, in The World Turned Upside Down, the transformation from feudalism was less visible, but Hill still saw the revolution as “the greatest upheaval that has yet occurred in Britain”. It was to be celebrated now for its “glorious flux” that set in train “the colossal transformations which ushered England into the modern world”.

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 
Education in the USA.
Требования по выполнению и оформлению 

контрольных работ
Контрольная работа должна быть выполнена в отдельной тетради. На обложке тетради необходимо указать следующие данные: факультет, курс, номер группы, фамилию, имя и отчество, дату, номер контрольного задания и вариант.

Первую страницу необходимо оставить чистой для замечаний и рецензии преподавателя.

Контрольная работа должна быть написана четким подчерком, для замечаний преподавателя следует оставить поля.

Контрольная работа, выполненная не полностью или не отвечающая вышеприведенным требованиям, не проверяется и не засчитывается. 

Проверенная контрольная работа должна быть переработана студентом (та часть ее, где содержатся ошибки и неточности перевода или неправильное выполнение заданий) в соответствии с замечаниями и методическими указаниями преподавателя. В той же тетради следует выполнить «Работу над ошибками», представив ее на защите контрольной работы. 

Девять вариантов контрольной работы имеют одинаковую структуру. Все задания должны быть выполнены в письменной форме.

Примеры выполнения и оформления контрольных работ

Вариант 1

1. Read the text and answer the questions in written form.
1. What was the topography of Ireland like in the tertiary period?

It is probable that Ireland was an island in the tertiary period. It is likely that its main topographical features were much as they are today.

2. What were the characteristics of the Ice Age in Ireland?

Your answer (1–2 sentanses).

3. What is interglacial and interstadial periods?

Your answer (1–2 sentanses).

4. Compared to European movements, how many advances of the ice sheets took place in Ireland?

Your answer (1–2 sentanses).

5. How can scientists get the information about the ice movements in Ireland?

Your answer (1–2 sentanses).

6. What effect did the ice movements have on the geography and geology of Ireland?
Your answer (1–2 sentanses).

2.   Write a report on the following topic (3-4 pages): 

Discovery of America by Christopher Columbus

Christopher Columbus (also known as (Cristoforo Colombo [Italian]; Cristóbal Colón [Spanish]) was an Italian explorer credited with the “discovery” of the America’s. The purpose for his voyages was to find a passage to Asia by sailing west. Never actually accomplishing this mission, his explorations mostly included the Caribbean and parts of Central and South America, all of which were already inhabited by Native groups.
Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, part of present-day Italy, in 1451. His parents’ names were Dominico Colombo and Susanna Fontanarossa. He had three brothers: Bartholomew, Giovanni, and Giacomo; and a sister named Bianchinetta. Christopher became an apprentice in his father’s wool weaving business, but he also studied mapmaking and sailing as well. He eventually left his father’s business to join the Genoese fleet and sail on the Mediterranean Sea.1 After one of his ships wrecked off the coast of Portugal, he decided to remain there with his younger brother Bartholomew where he worked as a cartographer (mapmaker) and bookseller. Here, he married Doña Felipa Perestrello e Moniz and had two sons Diego and Fernando.
Christopher Columbus owned a copy of Marco Polo’s famous book, and it gave him a love for exploration. In the mid 15th century, Portugal was desperately trying to find a faster trade route to Asia. Exotic goods such as spices, ivory, silk, and gems were popular items of trade. However, Europeans often had to travel through the Middle East to reach Asia. At this time, Muslim nations imposed high taxes on European travels crossing through.2 This made it both difficult and expensive to reach Asia. There were rumors from other sailors that Asia could be reached by sailing west. Hearing this, Christopher Columbus decided to try and make this revolutionary journey himself. First, he needed ships and supplies, which required money that he did not have. He went to King John of Portugal who turned him down. He then went to the rulers of England, and France. Each declined his request for funding. After seven years of trying, he was finally sponsored by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain.
Columbus’ voyage departed in August of 1492 with 87 men sailing on three ships: the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa María. Columbus commanded the Santa María, while the Niña was led by Vicente Yanez Pinzon and the Pinta by Martin Pinzon.3 This was the first of his four trips. He headed west from Spain across the Atlantic Ocean. On October 12 land was sighted. He gave the first island he landed on the name San Salvador, although the native population called it Guanahani.4 Columbus believed that he was in Asia, but was actually in the Caribbean. He even proposed that the island of Cuba was a part of China. Since he thought he was in the Indies, he called the native people “Indians.” In several letters he wrote back to Spain, he described the landscape and his encounters with the natives. He continued sailing throughout the Caribbean and named many islands he encountered after his ship, king, and queen: La Isla de Santa María de Concepción, Fernandina, and Isabella.
It is hard to determine specifically which islands Columbus visited on this voyage. His descriptions of the native peoples, geography, and plant life do give us some clues though. One place we do know he stopped was in present-day Haiti. He named the island Hispaniola. Hispaniola today includes both Haiti and the Dominican Republic. In January of 1493, Columbus sailed back to Europe to report what he found. Due to rough seas, he was forced to land in Portugal, an unfortunate event for Columbus. With relations between Spain and Portugal strained during this time, Ferdinand and Isabella suspected that Columbus was taking valuable information or maybe goods to Portugal, the country he had lived in for several years. Those who stood against Columbus would later use this as an argument against him. Eventually, Columbus was allowed to return to Spain bringing with him tobacco, turkey, and some new spices. He also brought with him several natives of the islands, of whom Queen Isabella grew very fond.
Columbus took three other similar trips to this region. His second voyage in 1493 carried a large fleet with the intention of conquering the native populations and establishing colonies. At one point, the natives attacked and killed the settlers left at Fort Navidad. Over time the colonists enslaved many of the natives, sending some to Europe and using many to mine gold for the Spanish settlers in the Caribbean. The third trip was to explore more of the islands and mainland South America further. Columbus was appointed the governor of Hispaniola, but the colonists, upset with Columbus’ leadership appealed to the rulers of Spain, who sent a new governor: Francisco de Bobadilla. Columbus was taken prisoner on board a ship and sent back to Spain.
On his fourth and final journey west in 1502 Columbus’s goal was to find the “Strait of Malacca,” to try to find India. But a hurricane, then being denied entrance to Hispaniola, and then another storm made this an unfortunate trip. His ship was so badly damaged that he and his crew were stranded on Jamaica for two years until help from Hispaniola finally arrived. In 1504, Columbus and his men were taken back to Spain.

Columbus reached Spain in November 1504. He was not in good health. He spent much of the last of his life writing letters to obtain the percentage of wealth overdue to be paid to him, and trying to re-attain his governorship status, but was continually denied both. Columbus died at Valladolid on May 20, 1506, due to illness and old age. Even until death, he still firmly believing that he had traveled to the eastern part of Asia. Columbus never made it to Asia, nor did he truly discover America. His “re-discovery,” however, inspired a new era of exploration of the American continents by Europeans. Perhaps his greatest contribution was that his voyages opened an exchange of goods between Europe and the Americas both during and long after his journeys.5 Despite modern criticism of his treatment of the native peoples there is no denying that his expeditions changed both Europe and America. Columbus day was made a federal holiday in 1971. It is recognized on the second Monday of October.
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