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Historical Background. The Early Britons, the Celts, the Romans (prehistory to ca. 450 AD) 

The Early Britons

About 3000 BC Neolithic (or New Stone Age) people crossed the narrow sea from Europe. They probably came from either the Iberian (Spanish) peninsula or even the North African coast.

The earlier remnants of the early Britons were great “barrows”, or burial mounds, made of earth or stone. Most of these barrows are found on the chalk uplands of south Britain.

After 3000 BC the chalkland people started building great circles of earth banks and ditches. Inside, they built wooden buildings and stone circles. These “henges”, as they are called, were centres of religious, political and economic power. The most spectacular was Stonehenge on Salisbury Plain, which was built in separate stages over a period of more than a thousand years. The precise purposes of Stonehenge remain a mystery.

The Celts

Britain from about the 6th century BC can be categorized as an Iron Age culture. In the Iron Age, Britain came to be dominated by a group of people known in modern times as the Celts. They began to arrive around 700 BC. Many of them were tall, and had fair or red hair and blue eyes. The Celts were technically advanced. They knew how to work with iron, and could make better weapons than the people who used bronze. They continued to arrive in one wave after another over the next seven hundred years.

The Romans

The first important exact date in British history is 55 BC, the date of the first invasion of Britain by the Romans. The Roman Empire in 55 BC was expanding in both Western Europe and the Mediterranean. Britain became subject to the attention of the greatest of all Roman generals, Julius Caesar (100-44 BC).

The brutality of the Roman rule led to the largest revolt in the history of Britannia: Boadicea’s (Boudicca’s) rebellion in AD 61. She led her tribe against the Romans. She nearly drove them from Britain, and she destroyed London, the Roman capital, before she was defeated and killed. The Romans brought the skills of reading and writing to Britain. Many British leaders adopted Roman dress and the Latin language. But Latin completely disappeared when the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain in the fifth century AD.

Anglo-Saxon Conquest, Spread of Christianity, the Vikings, the Norman Conquest (ca. AD 450-1066). 

Anglo-Saxon Conquest

During the 5th century a number of tribes from the north-western Europe invaded Britain and settled in large numbers. Two of these tribes were the Angles and the Saxons. These Anglo- Saxons soon had the south-east of the country in their grasp. In the west their advance was temporarily halted by an army of (Celtic) Britons under the command of the legendary King Arthur.

The Anglo-Saxons had little use for towns and cities. But they had a great effect on the countryside, where they introduced new farming methods and founded the thousands of self​sufficient villages which formed the basis of English society for the next thousand years.

The Anglo-Saxons created institutions which made the English state strong for the next 500 years. One of these institutions was the King’s Council, called the Witan. Even today, the king or queen has a Privy Council., a group of advisers on the affairs of state.

The Vikings

Britain experienced another wave of invasions in the 8th century. These invaders. known as Vikings. Norsemen or Danes came from Scandinavia. In the 9th century they conquered and settled the extreme north and west of Scotland. and also some coastal regions of Ireland. Their conquest of England was stopped when they were defeated by King Alfred of the Saxon kingdom of Wessex. This resulted in an agreement which divided England between Wessex. in the south and west, and the “Danelaw” in the north and east.

The Norman Conquest

The date 1066 is the most famous date in English history. At the end of the battle. most of the best warriors in England were dead. including their leader. King Harold. On Christmas day that year. Duke William of Normandy. was crowned king of England. He is known in history as ‘William the Conqueror’. The date is remembered for being the last time that England was successfully invaded.

The Medieval Period (1066-1485)
Although William was now a crowned king. his conquest had only just begun. and the fighting lasted for another five years. William organized his English kingdom according to the feudal system which had already begun to develop in England before his arrival.

Magna Carta

In 1215 an alliance of aristocracy. Church and merchants forced King John to sign an agreement known as “Magna Carta”, the Great Charter. It was an important symbol of political freedom. Magna Carta marks a clear stage in the collapse of English feudalism.

Celtic Kingdoms

The strong system of government which the Normans introduced meant that the Anglo-Norman kingdom was the most powerful political force in the British Isles. Scotland managed to remain politically independent in the medieval period. but had to fight occasional wars to do so.

Parliament

At the end of the thirteenth century Parliament began its gradual evolution into the democratic body which it is today. The word parliament was used to describe an assembly of nobles called together by the king. In 1275 King Edward I commanded that Parliament included representatives from urban and rural areas.

The Hundred Years War

In 1337 King Edward III declared war on France. The war he began. later called the Hundred Years War. did not finally end until 1453. with the English Crown losing all its possessions in France except for Calais. a northern French port.

The Black Death

The year 1348 brought the terrible plague. known as the Black Death. which reached almost every part of Britain. Probably more than one-third of the entire population of Britain died. The Wars of Roses
During the fifteenth century the throne of England was claimed by representatives of two rival groups. The power of the greatest nobles. who had their own private armies. meant that constant challenges to the position of the monarch were possible. The Lancastrians. whose symbol was a red rose. supported the descendants of the Duke of Lancaster. and the Yorkists. whose symbol was a white rose. supported the descendants of the Duke of York. The struggle for power led to the ‘Wars of the Roses’ between 1455 and 1485.

The sixteenth century. The Tudors. The Reformation. The Renaissance

The Tudors

The century of Tudor rule (1485-1603) is supposed to be the most glorious period in English history. Henry VII built the foundations of a wealthy nation state and a powerful monarchy. His son. Henry VIII. kept a magnificent court. and made the Church of England truly English by breaking away from the Roman Catholic Church.

The Reformation

Unlike in much of the rest of Europe. the direct cause of the rise of Protestantism in England was political and personal rather than doctrinal. Henry VIII wanted a divorce with his wife. which the Pope did not give him. Also, by making himself head of the ‘Church of England’, independent of Rome. all church lands came under his control and gave him a large new source of income. 

The Renaissance
England felt the effects of the Renaissance later than much of Europe because it was an island. In the early years of the 16th century English thinkers had become interested in the work of philosopher Erasmus. One of them. Thomas More. wrote a study of the ideal nation. called Utopia.
The seventeenth century. The Civil War.

In 1603 James VI of Scotland became James I of England. He was the son of Queen Mary of Scotland and nephew of the Queen Elizabeth I. He became the first English king of the Stuart dynasty. and as he was already the King of Scotland. the crowns of these two countries were united.

This conflict led to the Civil War (1642). which ended with complete victory for the parliamentary forces. The king (Charles I) was captured and became the first monarch in Europe to be executed after formal trial for crimes against his people. The leader of the parliamentary army, Oliver Cromwell, became ‘Lord Protector’ of a republic with a military government

But when Cromwell died, he, his system of government, and the puritan ethics (theatres and other forms of amusement had been banned) had become so unpopular that the son of the executed king (Charles II) was asked to return and take the throne. The Anglican Church was restored. The ‘Glorious Revolution’ (‘glorious’ because it was bloodless) followed, in which Prince William of Orange, ruler of the Netherlands, and his wife Mary (daughter of king James II), accepted Parliament invitation to become king and queen. In this way it was established that a monarch could rule only with the support of Parliament. Parliament immediately drew up a Bill of Rights, which limited some of the powers of the monarch (e.g., the power to dismiss judges).

The eighteenth century. The Industrial Revolution

King William and Queen Mary did not have children, so Mary’s sister Anne became queen after them. But all Anne’s children died young. The only possible person who wasn’t Catholic was the German grandson of James I’s daughter. He didn’t speak English and he didn’t like Britain. But when Anne died in 1714, he became King George I. Politically, the 18th century was stable. Monarch and parliament got on well together.

It was cultural change that was most marked in this century. Britain gradually expanded its empire in the Americas, along the west African coast and in India. The increased trade which resulted from the links with these new markets was one factor which led to the Industrial Revolution. The many technical innovations in the areas of manufacturing and transport during this period were also important contributing factors. In the south of England, London came to dominate, not as an industrial centre but as a business and trading centre. By the end of the century, it had a population close to a million.

The nineteenth century. Britain’s Great Empire

Soon after the end of the 18th century, Britain controlled the biggest empire the world had ever seen. One section of the empire was Ireland. During this century it was, in fact, part of the UK itself, and it was in this century that the British culture and way of life came to predominate in Ireland.

Another part of the empire was made up of Canada, Australia and New Zealand, where settlers from the British Isles formed the majority of the population. Another was India, an enormous country with a culture more ancient than Britain’s. Tens of thousands of British civil servants and troops were used to govern it. These British officials imposed British institutions and methods of government on the country. Large parts of Africa also belonged to the empire.

The twentieth century. The End of the Empire

By the early years of the 20th century, Germany, not France, was Britain’s biggest enemy. At that time the countries of Europe were grouping together for protection against their enemies: France and Russia against Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy. This was the start of the First World War.

It was a new type of war. Nobody knew how to defeat enemy machine guns. The numbers of dead went higher and higher. In the end, the Americans fought with the British, and the Germans and Austrians were defeated. But there were no real winners in this terrible war.

Lands from the German and Turkish empires became British, but there was trouble after the war in other parts of the empire. Much of Ireland became independent in 1922 and India wanted independence too.

British Isles. Regions of the United Kingdom

Great Britain. Politically Speaking
There two states in the British Isles. One of these governs most of the island of Ireland. This state is usually called The Republic of Ireland. The other state has authority over the rest of the British Isles. The official name of this country is The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland although it is usually known as the United Kingdom. the UK. Great Britain. The normal adjective, when talking about something to do with the UK, is ‘British’.

The British Isles (Geographical Position). The Geographical Position of the UK

Britain includes Great Britain (England. Scotland. Wales) and Northern Ireland. The full name of the country is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Britain includes two large islands (Great Britain and Ireland) lying off the north-west coast of Europe and 5000 smaller islands. The larger part of Ireland is the Irish Republic which does not belong to the United Kingdom.

The constituent parts of the UK are England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

England has a total area (including inland water) of 130.439 square kilometres. The capital of England is London.

Scotland has a total area of 78.772 sq. km. The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh.

Wales has a total area of 20.767 sq. km. The capital of Wales is Cardiff.

Northern Ireland has a total area of 14.121 sq. km. The capital of Northern Ireland is Belfast.

The total area of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is approximately 245.000 sq. km.

Geology and Topography / Relief

The island Great Britain can be divided roughly into two main regions: Lowland Britain and Highland Britain.

Lowlands are: the Fens. Thames Valley. Eastern Plain. Hants and Sussex Plains. Midland Plateau and Salisbury Plain.

Lowland Britain comprises southern and eastern Britain. Hills hardly ever reach 305 metres above sea level.

Rivers, lakes, canals

There are many rivers in Britain. The most important rivers of England are: the Thames (338 km). the Trent and the Severn (the longest river. 354 km). The chief rivers in Scotland are: the Clyde (170 km), the Tay (188 km), the Forth and the Tweed.

Climate

Britain has a generally mild and temperate climate.

The climate is characterized by humidity, mildness and variability.

The prevailing winds are south-western and the weather is controlled by the Atlantic Ocean, across which flows the warm current of the Gulf Stream.

The overall climate in England is called temperate maritime. This means that it is mild with temperatures not much lower than 0°C in winter and not much higher than 32°C in summer. It also means that it is damp and is subject to frequent changes.

Sunshine

During May, June and July (the months of longest daylight) daily duration of sunshine varies from five hours in northern Scotland to eight hours in the Isle of Wight. During the months of shortest daylight (November, December and January) sunshine is at a minimum, with an average of an hour a day in northern Scotland and two hours a day on the south coast of England.

The People of Britain. British National Ways of Life.

Population of Britain, its distribution and density.

Britain is densely populated with 61 million people, it has the 21st place in terms of population. Great Britain is heavily populated compared with many other countries. The population is very unequally distributed over the four parts of the UK: England makes up about 84% of the total population, Wales around 5%, Scotland about 8.5 %, and Northern Ireland (since 1921) less than Glasgow, Leeds, Sheffield, Liverpool, Manchester, Edinburgh, Bristol, Cardiff and Coventry.

The four nations.

People often refer to Britain by another name. They call it 'England'. But this is not correct, and it can make some people angry. England is only one of the four nations of the British Isles (England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland). Their political unification was a gradual process that took several hundred years.

Ethnic Identity: the non-native British. Multiculturalism.

In the cities. Britain is a multicultural society. There are areas of London. for example. where the Indian way of life predominates. with Indian shops. clothes. languages.

Social class.

Historians say that the class system has survived in Britain because of its flexibility. It has always been possible to buy or marry or even work your way up. so that your children (and their children) belong to a higher social class than you do. As a result. the class system has never been swept away by a revolution and an awareness of class forms a major part of most people’s sense of identity.

Stereotypes and change.

Many things which are often regarded as typically British derive from old books. songs or plays and they are no longer a part of modern life. Many people think about Britain as a ‘land of tradition’. At the level of public life it is true (the ceremony of state opening of Parliament. the Changing of the Guard outside the Buckingham Palace. etc.).

Languages in Britain. English language and its development.

The United Kingdom has no official language. The dominant language. spoken as a first language by 95% of the population. is English. Scottish is spoken by around 500.000 people in Scotland and 30.000 in Northern Ireland. Welsh is spoken by around 600.000 people. Scottish Gaelic is spoken by about 60.000 speakers. mostly in Scotland. Cornish is spoken by around 2.500 people. Irish is spoken by about 106.844 speakers in Northern Ireland. French language is spoken in the Channel Islands.

Now English is a world language. over 90% of scientific papers are written in English. people from different countries use English as an international language.

There are many varieties of the English language now; it is spoken in the USA. Canada. Australia. New Zealand and many other countries.
Political Life of Great Britain

Constitution.

Britain has no written constitution. Constitutions are usually written at a turning point in the history of any country. But there were no upheavals and turning points in Britain for centuries.

The absence of the written document does not mean that Britain has no constitution. A number of regulations were adopted and they are known as the Acts of Parliament.

The British Monarchy

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. This means that the monarch (a king or a queen) is the Head of the State. The monarch reigns with the help of Parliament and the powers of the monarchy are limited. True power lies in the hands of the Prime Minister and his or her Cabinet.

The Queen’s official titles are the following: the Head of the Government, Supreme Governor of Church of England, Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces.

Queen Elizabeth II is Queen not only I Britain but of other countries of the Commonwealth (Australia, New Zealand, Jamaica and others). In each of these countries the Queen is represented by a Governor-General.

The British Parliament.

The British Parliament is the supreme legislative body in Britain. It consists of the House of Lords and the House of Commons.

The main functions of the Parliament are:

law-making,

authorizing taxation and public expenditure,

examining government policy.

The main function of the Parliament is legislation. New laws come into force when they have passed through the Parliament. A proposal for a new law is known as a bill. Bills must have 3 readings in the House of Commons:

the announcement of the bill,

the discussion of the bill,

the discussion of the bill with amendments made by a special committee after a detailed examination of the bill.

The British Government. The Prime Minister. The Cabinet. Government and Opposition.

The government is the body of ministers responsible for the administration of national affairs. The party with the most MPs forms the government. The Prime Minister is appointed by the Queen and all other ministers are appointed by the Queen but on the recommendation of the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister is the most important person in Parliament. He or she is the first of the Treasury and Minister for Civil Service. Some ministers are chiefs of departments; others perform different duties which the Prime Minister gives them. The Cabinet formulates the policy of the government. The party who comes second is the Opposition and forms its Shadow Cabinet.

The Privy Council. Until the 18th century the Sovereign in Council, or Privy Council, was the chief source of executive power in the state. As the system of cabinet government developed, the Privy Council declined in its importance. And her Majesty’s Privy Council is now largely honourary body of eminent men, although some of its committees perform important functions.

The Political Parties of Great Britain.

The party system has existed in one form or another since the 17th century and began to assume its shape towards the end of 19th century. Whenever there is a general election or by-election the parties may put up candidates for election. The candidate who polls the most votes is elected. But an absolute majority is not required. Such an electoral system is called the majority system. There are several political parties in Great Britain. Since the 1920s, the two main parties have been the left-wing Labour Party and the right-wing Conservative Party.

The Conservative Party, often called the Tory Party is the party of big business, industry, commerce and landowners. The party represents those who believe in private enterprise as opposed to state-owned undertaking.

Education in Great Britain

General Structure of British System of Education.

The system of education in Great Britain is determined by the National Education Act. There are wide variations between one part of the country and another. For most educational purposes England and Wales are treated as one unit. though system in Wales is a little different from that of England. Scotland and Northern Ireland have their own education systems.

Over 90 % of all school-children attend state schools where tuition is free. Only very rich families can send their children to public schools where the fees are high.

The National Education Act of 1944 provided three stages of education: primary. secondary and further education.

Primary Education. Types of schools.

Primary education (Primary Schools) is divided into Infant schools and Junior schools. At infant schools reading. writing and arithmetic are taught for about 20 minutes a day during the first year. gradually increasing to about 2 hours in their last year. Much time is spent in modeling from clay or drawing. reading or singing.

Secondary Education. Types of schools. Secondary School Examinations.
For all children in state schools secondary education begins at the age of 11. There are 4 types of state secondary schools in England and Wales:

Grammar schools. Grammar schools provide an academic type of education up to the age of 18. The curriculum includes English language. English literature. modern languages. Latin. mathematics. chemistry. physics. biology. geography. music.

Grammar schools try to copy public schools in many aspects. Pupils wear uniforms. for girls it consists of a dress or skirt and blouse. a blazer. with a badge on the breast pocket. Boys also wear blazers. a school tie. a cap and often a scarf.

Secondary modern schools. These schools give a general education. including some practical instructions. They are the senior elementary schools. Secondary modern schools offer the old elementary school curriculum. including religious knowledge. reading writing and arithmetic. some elementary history and geography. drawing. singing and physical education.

Public schools. About 5% of children are educated privately in what is called public schools. These are the schools for the privileged. There are about 500 public schools in England and Wales. most of them single-sex. About half of them are for girls.

The schools such as Eton, Harrow, Rugby and Winchester are famous for their ability to lay foundation of a successful future by giving their pupils self-confidence, a good academic background and the right friends and contacts.

The fees are high and only very rich families can afford to pay. Public schools educate the ruling class of England. One of such schools is Gordonstoun which Prince of Wales, the elder son of the Queen, left in 1968.

Public schools are free from state control. They are independent. Most of them are boarding schools. The education is of high quality, the discipline is very strict.

Secondary School Examinations. At the age of 14-16 pupils at secondary schools in England take an exam called GCSE - General Certificate of Secondary Education. It is usually taken in a number of different subjects.

You may leave schools when you are 16. But if you stay at school after GCSE, you go into the sixth form. If you are going to enter a university or college of further education, you have to start working for the second main examination - A-level (Advanced Level).

Higher Education.

The academic year in Britain’s universities, Colleges of Education is divided into three terms, which usually run from the beginning of October to the middle of December, from the middle of January to the end of March, and from the middle of April to the end of June or the beginning of July.

There are 158 universities in the UK. The oldest and best-known universities are located in Oxford, Cambridge, London, Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Southampton, Cardiff, Bristol and Birmingham.

The oldest universities of Britain - Oxford and Cambridge Universities - date from the 12th and 13th centuries.

The Scottish universities of St. Andrews, Glasgow, Aberdeen and Edinburgh date from the 15th and 16th centuries.

In the 19th and the early part of the 20th centuries the so-called Redbrick universities were founded. These include London, Manchester. Leeds, Liverpool, Sheffield and Birmingham. During the late 60s and early 70s some new universities were set up.

There is an interesting form of studies which is called the Open University.

British Art
Background
The oldest surviving British art includes Stonehenge from around 2600 BC. and tinand gold works of art produced by the Beaker people from around 2150 BC. The La Tene style of Celtic art reached the British Isles rather late. no earlier than about 400 BC. and developed a particular "Insular Celtic" style seen in objects such as theBattersea Shield. and a number of bronze mirror-backs decorated with intricate patterns of curves. spirals and trumpet- shapes. Only in the British Isles can Celtic decorative style be seen to have survived throughout the Roman period. as shown in objects like the Staffordshire Moorlands Pan and the resurgence of Celtic motifs. now blended with Germanic interlace and Mediterranean elements. in ChristianInsular art.
The Protestant Reformations of England and Scotland were especially destructive of existing religious art. and the production of new work virtually ceased. The Artists of the Tudor Court were mostly imported from Europe. setting a pattern that would continue until the 18th century. The portraiture of Elizabeth I ignored contemporary European Renaissance models to create iconic images that border on naive art. The portraitists Hans Holbein and Anthony van Dyck were the most distinguished and influential of a large number of artists who spent extended periods in Britain. generally eclipsing local talents like Nicolas Hilliard. the painter of portrait miniatures.

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Peake_the_elder" Robert Peake the elder.

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Larkin_(painter)" William Larkin.

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Dobson" William Dobson. andJohn Michael Wright. a Scot who mostly worked in London. Landscape painting was as yet little developed in Britain at the time of the Union. but a tradition of marine art had been established by the father and son both called Willem van de Velde. who had been the leading Dutch maritime painters until they moved to London in 1673. in the middle of the Third Anglo-Dutch War.
Early 18th century
The Acts of Union 1707 came in the middle of the long period of supremacy in London of Sir Godfrey Kneller. a German portraitist who had eventually succeeded as principal court painter the Dutch Sir Peter Lely. whose style he had adopted for his enormous and formulaic output. of greatly varying quality. which was itself repeated by an army of lesser painters. His counterpart in Edinburgh. Sir John Baptist Medina. born in Brussels to Spanish parents. had died just before the Union took place. and was one of the last batch of Scottish knights to be created. Medina had first worked in London. but in mid-career moved to the less competitive environment of Edinburgh. where he dominated portraiture of the Scottish elite.

William Hogarth was a great presence in the second quarter of the century. whose art was successful in achieving a particular English character. with vividly moralistic scenes of contemporary life. full of both satire and pathos. attuned to the tastes and prejudices of the Protestant middle-class. who bought theengraved versions of his paintings in huge numbers. Other subjects were only issued as prints. and Hogarth was both the first significant British printmaker. and still the best known. Many works were series of four or more scenes. of which the best known are: A Harlot's Progress and A Rake's Progress from the 1730s and Marriage a la-mode from the mid-1740s. In fact. although he only once briefly left England and his own propaganda asserted his Englishness and often attacked the Old Masters. his background in printmaking. more closely aware of Continental art than most British painting. and apparently his ability to quickly absorb lessons from other painters. meant that he was more aware of. and made more use of. Continental art than most of his contemporaries. Like many later painters he wanted above all to achieve success at history painting in the Grand Manner. but his few attempts were not successful and are now little regarded.

Late 18th century
In the modern popular mind, English art from about 1750-1790 — what is sometimes called the "classical age" of English painting — was dominated by the closely contemporary figures of Sir Joshua Reynolds (1723-1792), George Stubbs (1724-1806), and Thomas Gainsborough(1727- 1788), with Joseph Wright of Derby (1734-1797) perhaps equally well-known. At the time perceptions were very different, with Reynolds certainly the dominant figure, and Gainsborough very highly reputed, but Stubbs, as a mere animal painter, seen as far less significant a figure than many other painters now relatively little-known. The period saw continued rising prosperity for Britain and British artists: "By the 1780s English painters were among the wealthiest men in the country, their names familiar to newspaper readers, their quarrels and cabals the talk of the town, their subjects known to everyone from the displays in the print-shop windows", according to Gerald Reitlinger.
19th century and the Romantics
The late 18th century and the early 19th century characterized by theRomantic movement in British art includes Joseph Wright of Derby,

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Ward_(artist)" James Ward,

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Palmer" Samuel Palmer

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Parkes_Bonington",Richard Parkes Bonington

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Martin_(painter)",John Martin and was perhaps the most radical period in British art, also producing William Blake(1757-1827), John Constable (1776-1837) and J.M.W. Turner (1775​1851), the later two being arguably the most internationally influential of all British artists. Turner's style, based on the Italianate tradition although he never saw Italy until in his forties, passed through considerable changes before his final wild, almost abstract, landscapes that explored the effects of light, and were a profound influence on the Impressionists and other later movements.

Blake's visionary style was a minority taste in his lifetime, but influenced the younger group of "Ancients" of Samuel Palmer,John Linnell,

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Calvert_(painter)" Edward Calvert and George Richmond, who gathered in the country at Shoreham, Kent in the 1820s, producing intense and lyrical pastoral idylls in conditions of some poverty. They went on to more conventional artistic careers and Palmer's early work was entirely forgotten until the early 20th century.

Victorian art
The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood (PRB) achieved considerable influence after its foundation in 1848 with paintings that concentrated on religious, literary, and genre subjects executed in a colourful and minutely detailed style, rejecting the loose painterly brushwork of the tradition represented by "Sir Sloshua" Reynolds. PRB artists included John Everett Millais,

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Holman_Hunt" William Holman Hunt,

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dante_Gabriel_Rossetti" Dante Gabriel Rossetti, and Ford Madox Brown (never officially a member), and figures such as Edward Burne-Jones and John William Waterhouse were later much influenced by aspects of their ideas, as was the designer William Morris. Morris advocated a return to hand- craftsmanship in the decorative arts over the industrial manufacture that was rapidly being applied to all crafts. His efforts to make beautiful objects affordable (or even free) for everyone led to his wallpaper and tile designs defining the Victorian aesthetic and instigating the Arts and Crafts movement.
20th century
In many respects, the Victorian era continued until the outbreak of World War I in 1914, and the Royal Academy became increasingly ossified; the unmistakably late Victorian figure of Frank Dicksee was appointed President in 1924. In photography Pictorialism aimed to achieve artistic indeed painterly effects; The Linked Ring contained the leading practitioners. The American John Singer Sargent was the most successful London portraitist at the start of the 20th century, with John Lavery,

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustus_John" Augustus John and William Orpen rising figures. John's sister Gwen John lived in France, and her intimate portraits were relatively little appreciated until decades after her death. British attitudes to modern artwere "polarized" at the end of the 19th century. Modernist movements were both cherished and vilified by artists and critics; Impressionism was initially regarded by "many conservative critics" as a "subversive foreign influence". but became "fully assimilated" into British art during the early-20th century. The London-born Irish artist Jack Butler Yeats (1871-1957). was based in Dublin. at once a romantic painter. a symbolist and an expressionist.
Holidays. Traditions. Symbols of Great Britain

Largely depending on their means. people in Britain live in a diverse range of accommodation ranging from country mansions to single rooms or hostels in the inner cities. The majority. however. live in houses and (to a lesser extent) flats. either as owner-occupiers or as tenants paying rent. About 19 per cent of houses are detached. 31 per cent are semi-detached and 29 per cent are terraced. Purpose-built flats or maisonettes make up 15 per cent of the housing stock and converted flats or rooms account for 5 per cent.

Owner-occupation more than doubled between 1961 and 1997. The number of owner-occupied homes amounts to over 14 million in England. Most people buy their homes with a mortgage loan. with the property as security. Mortgages are available from building societies. banks and other financial institutions.

There are some 3.6 million houses and flats in the public housing sector. Most of the public housing in Great Britain is provided by local housing authorities. Over one-third of local authority tenants live in purpose-built flats or maisonettes. one-third in terraced houses and about one-quarter in semi-detached houses. Most have the right to buy the homes they occupy if they wish.

Housing associations. which are non-profit-making. are now the main providers of additional low- cost housing for rent and for sale to those on low incomes and in the greatest housing need. The housing association sector is expanding rapidly; associations now own. manage and maintain over 950.000 homes and about 65.000 hostel and special needs bed-spaces in Great Britain. providing homes for well over a million people.

Almost 10 per cent of households are rented from private landlords.

Leisure trends

The most common leisure activities among people in Britain are home-based. or social. such as visiting relatives or friends.

Watching television is by far the most popular leisure pastime. Nearly every household has a television set. and average viewing time is over 25 hours a week. The majority of households also have a video recorder.

Other regular pastimes include listening to the radio and to recorder music. About 70 per cent of the population listen to local and national radio on an average day. There has been a dramatic rise in the sale of compact discs in recent years. The number of households with a home computer has increased to over one-quarter.

Many people in their spare time enjoy reading (over 50 per cent belong to a library). gardening. do-it- yourself home improvements. undertaking voluntary work. going out for a meal or drink or to the cinema. More daily newspapers. national and regional. are sold for every person in Britain than in most other developed countries. On an average day 56 per cent of people over the age of 15 read a national morning paper; 70 per cent read a Sunday newspaper.

The British are renowned as animal lovers. and about half of all household have a pet. most commonly dogs and cats.

Holidays

In 1997.57 million holidays of four or more nights away from home were taken by British residents. 30 million of them within Britain. The most popular destinations for summer holidays in Britain are the West Country. Scotland and Wales. August is the most popular month for taking holidays.

Of the major free seaside attractions. the most frequented were Blackpool Pleasure Beach in Lancashire (with an estimated 7.8 million visitors). the Place Pier in Brighton and the Pleasure Beach at Great Yarmouth.

The most popular destinations for overseas holidays by British residents are France (23 per cent). Spain (26 per cent) and the United States (6.7 per cent). In all. British residents take about 29 million holidays overseas, of which 57 per cent involve 'package' arrangements (covering both transport and accommodation). About 80 per cent of all holidays abroad are taken in Europe.
Eating and drinking habits

Although some traditional meals in Britain, like roast beef and Yorkshire pudding or fish and chips, remain popular, there has been a significant shift in eating habits among the population over the last decade or so. This is in part due to a greater emphasis on health and convenience considerations.

Consumption of several items, such as packet sugar, eggs, potatoes and fresh green vegetables, has declined substantially. An increase in the consumption of rice and pasta may be partly responsible for the decline in that of potatoes. Consumption of meat - with the exception of that of poultry which is now at a record level - has also fallen. Skimmed milk now constitutes more than half of the total household consumption of liquid milk. There has been a decline in the total consumption of cooking and spreading fats, with large falls in butter and lard usage being offset by rapid rises in the consumption of vegetable and salad oils and reduced fat spreads. A switch in fish consumption away from fresh white fish towards canned fish and shellfish has been evident. There has been a small increase in the intake of fibre.

Britain has a wide range of restaurants, offering cuisine from virtually every country. Chinese, Indian, Italian and Greek restaurants are among the most popular.

There has been an increase in recent years in the amount of alcohol that people drink, particularly among women. Beer, including lager, is the most popular drink among male drinkers. The largest consumers of alcohol are in the 18 to 24 age range. Table wine has become more popular, although there has been little change in the consumption of stronger wines such as sherry and port.

The USA. Historical Background

Pre-colonial America. First English Settlements.

America was discovered so long ago that no one can remember the details. It appears to have happened about 15,000 years ago, when a tribe of Siberians or Mongolians crossed a land bridge that joined Asia to Alaska at the time. Later the natural bridge was covered with water, the Bering Strait appeared. So the continents were isolated and the migration stopped The FIRST ENGLISH SETTLEMENTS. The English had visited America at different times. But they had never stayed very long. John Cabot came to Newfoundland in 1498. In 1577 Sir Francis Drake sailed along the western coast of America on his voyage around the world.

In April 1607. they reached the green shores of the Bay in Virginia. The ships sailed up the river. which the colonists named the James in honor of their king. About thirty miles up the James. the party landed. Then they founded the settlement and called it Jamestown. That was the first permanent settlement. in what was to become the United States.

In the north-east the Pilgrim Fathers. who came there on board the Mayflower. founded another colony in Plymouth. in 1620. They did not want to live in England because they did not agree with the Church of England. The English crown supported the foundation of colonies in North America and looked upon them as an effective means of extending English influence against French and Spanish competition and of increasing their incomes.

The INDEPENDENT MOVEMENT

In the l8th century there were thirteen English colonies in North America. which were under British rule. After the Seven Years’ War (1756—1763) the British Government increased its pressure on the colonies and put all possible obstacles in the way of their independent industrial development and trade. Britain exploited its American colonies and imposed new taxes and duties.

The Boston Tea Party. They took all the boxes of tea and dropped them into the water of the harbour. This incident was named the Boston Tea Party. In answer to this the British Government closed the Boston port and prohibited all kinds of public gatherings. All these measures further sharpened the conflict between the metropolis and the colonies.

So. the machinery of colonial power was shaken. And the war between Britain and its American colonies soon began. It was the War for the Independence of American colonies from British rule.

THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.

On the eve of the Civil War the United States was a nation divided into two quite distinct regions: the industrializing North with free labour and the agricultural South with slave labour.

Negro slaves. taken from Africa by force and brought to America. worked on tobacco and cotton plantations in many southern states. The life of the slaves was very hard: they worked from morning till night and were beaten and starved. Sometimes their owners sold them. separating husbands and wives. mothers and children.

The War. The American Civil War lasted for four years. More Americans died in this war than in all other wars combined. The North had certain great advantages over the South. It had a larger population and most of the country’s factories and banks. But it had the more difficult task—conquest rather than defense.

The war finally ended in 1865. the South had been devastated. The most important long-term effect of the war was the end of slavery. Black Americans were made citizens and were given the right to vote.

The LATE 19th CENTURY

American industry developed very rapidly after the Civil War. Whole families of immigrants moved into the United States from all the countries of Europe. The population increased quickly. The industrial revolution was coming to an end. The railroad network was growing fast. New states gradually came into being on these lands.

The FIRST PART of the 20th CENTURY. From Prosperity to Depression
1929 was the beginning of the Great Depression (economic collapse). To meet the critical financial emergencies the new President. Franklin. D. Roosevelt continued and expanded the policy of friendship toward the Latin American nations. This “good-neighbour” policy favoured Roosevelt to be reelected twice. Congress developed a social security program. by which the state could promote economic recovery and social welfare.

The United States in a Divided World

Soon after the World War II, relations between the United States and the Soviet Union worsened, the cold war intensified. In 1948 the United States played the leading role in forming a new alliance of Western nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). In the race for technological superiority the United States exploded the first hydrogen bomb in 1952, but was second to the USSR in launching an artificial satellite.

The SECOND PART of the 20th CENTURY. The Vietnam War

In 1963, President Kennedy was assassinated. His successor, Lyndon B. Johnson pursued an aggressive policy, escalating American participation in the Vietnam War. The Vietnam War provoked increasing opposition at home, manifested in marches and demonstrations in which thousands of people were arrested; there were also serious race riots and various racial and political assassinations.

Culture and the Political system of the USA

The United States of America is a federal union of 50 states, which was established by the Constitution in 1787. Each state has its own government, its own capital city and within each state there are smaller subdivisions of local government such as counties, townships, cities and villages.

The Legislative Branch

The Legislative branch of the US Government is vested in the Congress, which is composed of the Senate and the House of Representatives. The term for the Congress is for two years. The Senate has 100 members - two from each of the 50 states.

Each Senator is chosen by a majority of voters in the entire state and his job is to represent the whole state. Members of the Senate are elected to six-year terms.

The House of Representatives has 435 members. The number of representatives which each state sends to the House depends on its population. The larger the population, the greater the number of representatives is.

The Constitution says that each state, no matter how small in population, must have at least one Representative. A representative must be at least 25, a US citizen for seven years, and live in the state from which he is elected.

The Executive Branch

The Executive branch is vested in the President, Vice-President and the President’s Cabinet; it is responsible for administering and executing the laws.

The President is elected for four years of service and may be reelected for four additional years. He must be at least 35 years old, and for at least 14 years a resident of the USA. The term of office of the President begins at noon on January 20, every 4 years.

The President’s Cabinet. The secretaries of the major eleven executive departments are regarded as “The Cabinet”. The Cabinet is not the same kind of institution as the Cabinet in a parliamentary monarchy such as Great Britain. In the USA the heads of departments are not members of the Congress. Cabinet members are appointed by the President for an indefinite term.

The Judicial Branch (cygeGHaa B^acTb)
In the US there is a dual court system composed of a federal judiciary and 50 states’ judiciaries. The Federal judiciary consists of the Supreme Court of the US and the system of federal courts.

The judicial branch interprets the laws and makes sure that new laws are in keeping with the Constitution. There are several levels of federal courts. The Supreme Court is the most important.

Election System
The election of the President of the USA is provided through the establishment of an lectoral college (mraerHfl) of each state for each presidential election. Under the Constitution November election is not for Presidential Candidates themselves but for the electors who subsequently choose a President.

At present. with 50 states in the Union. the electoral college consists of 538 persons. “Election Day” is the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. a date determined by Congress.

The US Constitution

The United States Constitution, written in 1787, established the country’s political system and is the basis for its laws. The Constitution works as well today as when it was written.

One reason is that the Constitution can be amended. or changed. (For example. the Fifteenth Amendment gave black Americans the right to vote and the Nineteenth Amendment gave women the right to vote). Another reason is that the Constitution is flexible: its basic principles can be applied and interpreted differently at different times.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES sets forth the nation’s fundamental laws. It establishes the form of the national government and defines the rights and liberties of the American people. It also lists the aims of the government and the methods of achieving them.

Recent changes

In the twentieth century. as society has become more complex. government has taken a much more active role. However. many Americans worry about too much government interference in their lives. Still. compared to many other countries. the role of the U.S. government remains limited.

